g8                 THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE

They had worked right through the time of the Flood to
the men who had lived before it.

" So much for the facts," writes Sir Leonard. " What then
is to be built up on them? The discovery that there was a
real deluge to which the Sumerian and the Hebrew stories of
the Flood alike go back does not of course prove any single
detail in either of those stories. This deluge was not universal
but a local disaster confined to the lower valley of the Tigris
and Euphrates, affecting an area perhaps 400 miles long and
100 miles across; but for the occupants of the valley that was
the whole world! "

It would be impressive to see, as the excavators did, the line
of human habitation before the Flood, but the drift sand and
the always crumbling top and sides of the deep pit have now
concealed it from view. Nothing, however, could be plainer
than the Flood deposit. It is like a great silence suddenly
followed by a shout of human voices, the resumption of life
again after " the waters had dried up from oil the earth."

I saw the site of the royal cemetery at Ur in which the
excavators found the tombs of King A-bar-gi and Queen
Shub-ad, and the skeletons of eighty attendants, mostly
women of the court. These tombs were made, and the
bodies buried in them, a thousand years before Abraham
was born, and it is from this cemetery that most of the exquisite
jewellery was found which is now in the Baghdad Museum.

Sir Leonard Woolley's description of these tombs is a
brilliant piece of reconstruction. The bones and the objects
found with them, the remains of waggons and oxen, were
discovered crushed so flat that a solid wooden wheel was
merely a grey-white circle of decay in the soil, yet he has
managed to build up a vivid picture of the tomb as it was five
thousand years ago, when the royal persons were buried
there: the soldiers dead at the gate with their copper spears,
the harpist dead beside his harp, the grooms dead at the head
of the oxen, the drivers dead in the waggons, the circle of
court ladies dead in their gala dresses, and the Queen
Shub-ad herself, dead on a wooden bier, in a fantastic
head-dress of golden rings and beech leaves, her body covered
with amulets and beads and a gold cup near her hand.

None of the bodies showed any signs of violence and neither